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Character Connections:
Lifelong Learning through
Individualized Inquiries

Mentors, Meetings, and
Best Books

This curriculum is designed for use by individuals and families of all ages. It can be adapted to younger
students who are in a love of learning phase, early scholars who enjoy projects, as well as self-directed
scholars and adults who engage more in reading, writing, and discussion.

A House United: American History is the focus for all studies and connections in this Climb x 2 unit. Eight
themes contain characters and events to be studied, explored, investigated, shared, and discussed over
the course of nine to twelve months.

Suggestions for using this curriculum.
1. As individuals/families pick one character or event to study each week or three to five to study in depth
for the month from the monthly theme.

2. Read original sources, biographies, books, and articles to learn about these characters and events.

3. Choose a variety of inquiries (language arts, social science, math, science, fine arts, life skills) to
further explore, discuss, create, apply, and share what you learn.

Scouting merit badges are suggested as a way to explore a variety of life skills and careers for both
boys and girls using the Merit Badge Series of books (usually available at your local library) or the Merit
Badge Worksheets as a basic guide which can be adapted by individual interests (unless you are seek-
ing to earn the Merit Badge in which case you must complete all of the requirements as outlined).

4. If you are studying as a family consider sharing what you learn with other families via a family website,
newsletter, or discussion and activities with other families participating in Climb x 2.

5. If you are studying as individuals share what you learn and create with your parents, siblings, and
others in mentor meetings and/or family conversations and keep a student notebook or digital portfolio.

6. If you are in a homeschool group, have each youth and/or family choose a character/event from the
monthly theme to study and then teach it to the other students/families using a variety of inquiries and
teaching methods. You may also wish to plan and participate in group inquiry projects, field trips, art/
history/science fairs, geography/spelling bees, reenactments, efc.



A House Divided: Am | My Brother’s Keeper? (Aug/Sep)
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Characters and Connections: John Brown & the Raid on Harper’s Ferry, 1
William Wilberforce & Slavery in British Empire, 1807, 1833 ~ Frank and Jesse James, 1866
Missouri Compromise, 1820

William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator, 1831
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of FD, 1845
Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad
Fugitive Slave Law, 1850

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1852
Kansas Nebraska Act, 1854

Dred Scott Decision, 1857

“Social Scien

morphic. To help you, look at thfs Rock and Mineral Slide
Show to see if you can identity your rocks. Learn more abouf
geology. Explore the geGlogy in your state.
OCEANOGRAPLEY: Oceans. What are the major oceans?
Why is the Qe€an blue? Why is the Ocean temperature

> earn about the Ocean floor—trenches.

money is that worth tod
How many slaves lived i
many whites lived in the s




Allegiances-and Alliances: Civil War (Oct/Nov)
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President of the United States of America
Abraham Lincoln

President of the Conferedate States of America

62 & May 1863
), Summer 1863

William Tecumse
Robert E. Lee

Read about a Character and/or Connectio
#te a summary or an outline about a C or C?
Write a or poem about a C or C.
Read a letter, ch, or book written by a C. Share.
Write about why this acter is a hero or not?
Read a campaign speech byayresident. Share.
Read an inauguration speech by ident Lincoln, Presi-
dent Davis, or Cornerstone Speech by DavisYP. Share.

waves, tides—why? How is sand formed?
mis/hurricanes form? How are their paths predicted?




God, Family, Country: Civil War (Dec)
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nnections: My Family Members Living During the Civil War:
rican Red Cross, 1881

Characters apd

Write a summary or an
rite a story or poem about a
a speech or book written

during this time pagod.

Lavender, Geranium, Pep
SCOUTING MERIT BADGESXKi

Best Books:

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Shades of Gray by Carolyn Reeder



A House Rebuilt: Reconstruction 1860-1880 (Jan)

(© 2014, CLIMB x 2, www.mountaintopmentoring.com)




Allegiance and Alliances: 1865-1900 (Feb)
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Language Arts:

Read about a Character and/or Connection.
Write a summary or an outline about a C or C.
Write a story or poem about a C or C.
Read a speech or book written by a C.

many square miles wer
alculate the price per squar
How many miles is the Orient
How long digak take to travel th

“Social Sciences:

L

Character’s life or city.

wed in your area. What
fd they use them? What

ds indoors to plant in your garden.
HY: Learn about marine birds.

Watch 1938 movie Adventiures opfom Sawyer.

Best Books:

Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain




God, Family, Country: 1865-1900 (Mar)
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A House Rebuilt: Innovation 1880-1900
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(Apr)




A House of Light: Music, Art, Poetry, Science 1860-1900 (may)
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A House Divided: Additional Civil War Readings
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